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more truth out of Christian pens than hitherto they have done out of heathen/' The king replied in a most gracious letter,, in which he expressed his resolution to read through the book with care and attention,, " though I should steal some hours from my sleep; having otherwise as little spare time to read it as you had to write it." It was not only as a compliment that Bacon had presented a copy of the Novum Organum to the king. He hoped to interest him in the work of building up the sciences, and to obtain his aid in collecting from various quarters the materials on which the new method was to proceed. In acknowledging the king's letter, he says: " this comfortable beginning makes me hope further, that your Majesty will be aiding to me, in setting men on work for the collecting of a natural and experimental history ; which is das-is totius negotii" At this time he was at the zenith of his power and reputation. His greatest work had just been published, and, as a lawyer and statesman, he was evidently in high favour at Court, as well as, to all appearance, fairly popular throughout the country. On January 27,1620-1, he was created Viscount St. Albau, " with all the ceremonies of robes and coronet/' This he appears to have regarded as the summit of the dignities which he was likely to attain. " This is the eighth rise or reach, a diapason in music, ever a good number and accord for a close. And so I may without superstition be buried in St. Alban's habit or vestment/'
The storm, however, which was to wreck the Chancellor's fortunes was now gathering. Parliament met on the 80th of January. At first, everything went on smoothly; but the attention of the House of Commons was soon directed to the question of Patents or Monopolies, one of the standing grievances of that time. The House, however, had no desire to quarrel with the king, and hence the attack was diverted from him to the Referees who had approved one of the most un- to posterity.    As posterity, however, has insisted upon callingn March 6, 1616-17, Lord Ellesmere, who had long been. II. KLKN, F.R.G.S., Autl,,,roi " I-V
